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Climate Change Impact on Health and Vulnerable Populations 

Project Description: 

The Delaware Division of Public Health began development of the Delaware Environmental 
Public Health Tracking Network (DEPHTN) in the fall of 2016 through initial seed money 
provided by the state's environmental control agency. In May 2019, DEPHTN launched as My 
Healthy Community. This site currently features several sociodemographic, health, and 
environmental indicators including air quality, water quality, asthma, substance use disorder, 
and a variety of additional population health measures. The site is continually updating and 
adding new information as a way to inform the public, but also to aid in policy and decision-
making. A significant component for future iterations of My Healthy Community will include the 
impact of climate change on health and vulnerable populations. Climate change datasets will 
include temperature variations and their impact on health, vulnerable populations and 
population vulnerabilities, and precipitation and zoonotic disease threats.  
 
The focus of this project is to work as a My Healthy Community team member on a study that 
explores the association between climate change and its future impact on vulnerable 
populations. The student will be responsible for conducting a literature review of the existing 
evidence; collaborating on the study design and analytic plan; analyzing the data; and 
interpreting and presenting the results in multiple formats (abstract, manuscript, presentation). 
The information gained from this study may help to inform public health recommendations 
regarding climate change and identify potential health concerns. 

Project Duration: 250 hours 

Special Skill(s): 
Students should have an interest in studying the intersection between environment and 
health. Knowledge of environmental health through coursework is preferred. 

Additional Eligibility 
Requirement(s): 

Please submit an academic transcript with your application. Eligible applicants will be 
interviewed by DHSS. 

Agency/Organization: Delaware Health and Social Services (DHSS) 

Location: Division of Public Health, 417 Federal Street, Dover, DE 19901 

Site Supervisor: Tabatha Offutt-Powell, DrPH, MPH, State Epidemiologist and Section Chief 

Application Due Date: rolling 


